














Reading Media Critically . 113

to be born into a reasonable free, fair, diverse, and non-threatening cultural environment.
It is time for citizen involvement in cultural decisions that shape our lives and the lives
of our children.

This chapter is a revised and updated version of an article that originally appeared in G. Dines & ). M. Humez
(Eds.) (1995). Gender, race, and class in media. A text reader. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

The chapter was republished in M. Morgan (2002). Against the mainstream: The selected works of George
Gerbner. New York: Peter Lang.

NOTES

1 Cultural Indicators is a database and research project that relates recurrent features of the world of tel-
evision to viewer conceptions of reality. [ts cumulative computer archive contains observations on over
3,000 programs and 35,000 characters coded according to many thematic, demographic, and action
categories. These form the basis for the content analyses cited in the references. The study is conducted
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School for Communication in collaboration with
Michael Morgan at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and Nancy Signorielli at the University
of Delaware. Thanks for research assistance are due to Mariaelena Rartesaghi, Cynthia Kandra, Robin
Kim, Brian Linson, Amy Nyman, and Nejat Ozycgin.

2 One such alternative is the Cultural Environment Movement. CEM is a non-profit educational cor-
poration, an umbrella coalition of independent media, professional, labor, religious, health-related,
women’s, and mirlority groups opposed to private corporate as well as government censorship. CEM
is working for freedom from stereotyped formulas and for investing in a freer and more diverse cultural
environment. It can be reached by writing to Cultural Environment Movement, PO. Box 31847,
Philadelphia, PA 19104.

REFERENCES

Bandura, A., Ross, D., & Ross, D. (1967). Transmission of aggression through imitation of aggressive mod-
els. Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 63, 575-582.

Bryant, ]., Carveth, R. A., & Brown, D. (1981). Television viewing and anxiety: An expenmental exam-
ination. Journal of Communication, 31(1), 106-119.

Eleev, M. (1969). Variations in generalizability resulting from sampling characteristics of content data: A case study.
Unpublished master’s thesis, The Annenberg School of Communications, University of Pennsylvania,

Philadelphia.

Ellis, G. T., & Sekyura, E, II1. (1972). The effect of aggressive cartoons on the behavior of first grade chil-
dren. Journal of Psychology, 81, 7-13. -

Gerbner, G. (1969). Dimensions of violence in television drama. In R. K. Baker & S. ]. Ball (Eds.), Violence
in the Media (pp. 311-340). Staff Report to the National Commission on the Causes and Prevention
of Violence. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

Gerbner, G. (1972). Violence and television drama: Trends and symbolic functions. In G. A. Comstock &
E. Rubinstein (Eds.), Television and social behavior, Vol. I, Content and Control (pp. 28-187). Washington,
DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Gerbner, G. (1988a). Violence and terror in the mass media. Reports and Papers in Mass Communication, No.
102. Paris: UNESCO.



114 Television Violence at a Time of Turmoil and Terror

Gerbner, G. (1988b). Television's cultural mainstream: Which way does it run? Directions in Psychiatry, 8(9).

Gerbner, G. (1993a). Violence in cable originated television programs. A Report to the Nartional Cable
Television Association.

Gerbner, G. (1993b). Miracles of communication technology: Powerful audiences, diverse choices and other
fairy tales. In J. Wasko, V. Mosco, & P. Manjunath, (Eds.), [lluminating the blind spots: Essays honoring
Dallas W. Smythe. New York: Ablex.

Gerbner, G. (1993c). Women and minorities on television: A study in casting and fate. A report to the Screen
Actors Guild and the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists.

Gerbner, G., Gross, 1., Morgan, M., & Signorielli, N. (1980). Aging with television: Images on television
and conceptions of social reality. Journal of Communication, 31(1), 37-17.

Gerbner, G., Gross, L., Morgan, M., & Signorielli, N. (1982). Charting the mainstream: Television's con-
tributions to political orientations. Journal of Communication, 32(2), 100-127.

Gerbner, G., Gross, L., Morgan, M., & Signorielli, N. (1984). Political correlates of television viewing.
Public Opinion Quarterly, 48(1), 283-300.

Gerbner, G., Gross, L., Morgan, M., & Signorielli, N. (1993). Growing up with television: The cultivation
perspective. In J. Bryant & D. Zillmann (Eds.), Media effects: Advances in theory and research. Hillsdale,
NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Gerbner, G., & Signorielli, N. (1990). Violence profile 1967 through 1988-89: Enduring patterns. The
Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania.

Gross, L. (1984). The cultivation of intolerance: Television, blacks, and gays. In G. Melischek, C. E.
Rosengren, & J. Stappers (Eds.), Cultural indicators: An international symposium. Vienna: Austrian
Academy of Sciences.

Hawkins, R., & Pingree, S. (1982). Television's influence on social reality. In D. Pearl, L. Bouthilet, & J.
Lazar (Eds.), Television and behavior: Ten years of scientific progress and implications for the 80's,Vol. II,
Technical Reviews. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

Lovaas, O. (1961). Effects of exposure to symbolic aggression on aggressive behavior. Child Development, 32,
37-44.

Morgan, M. (1983). Symbolic victimization and real-world fear. Human Communication Research, 9(2),

146-157.

Morgan, M. (1984). “Heavy television viewing and perceived quality of life.” Jowrnalism Quarterly, 61 (3),
499-504.

Morgan, M. & Shanahan, J. (1991). “Do VCRs change the TV picture?: VCRs And the cultivation
process.” American Behavioral Scientist, 35(2), 122-135.

Morgan, M., Shanahan, ]., & Harris, C. (1990). “VCRs and the effects of television: New diversity or more
of the same?” In ]. Dobrow (ed.), Social and Cultural Aspects of VCR Use (pp. 107-123). Hillsdale, NJ:
Erlbaum.

Morgan, M. & Signorielli, N. (1990). “Cultivation analysis: Conceptualization and methodology.” [n N.
Signorielli & M. Morgan (eds.), Cultivation Analysis: New Directions in Media Effects Research (pp. 13-33).
Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

Pingree, S. & Hawkins, R.P. (1980). “U.S. programs on Australian television: The cultivation effect.”
Journal of Communication, 31 (1), 97-105.

Signorielli, N. (1990). “Television’s mean and dangerous world: A continuation of The cultural indicators
perspective.” In N. Signorielli & M. Morgan (eds.), Cultivation Analysis: New Directions in Media



Reading Media Critically 115

Effects Research (pp. 85-105). Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

Signorielli, N., Gross, L., & Morgan, M. (1982). “Violence in television programs: Ten years later.” In D.
Pearl, L. Bouthilet, & J. Lazar (eds.), Television and Behavior: Ten Years of Scientific Progress and
Implications for the 80’s, Vol. 2, Technical Reports (pp. 154-174). Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office.

Srole, L. (1956). “Social integration and certain corollaries: An exploratory study.” American Sociological
Review, 21, 709-712.

Sun, L. (1989). “Limits of selective viewing: An analysis of ‘diversity’ in dramatic programming.” Unpublished
Master’s Thesis, The Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.



